Pre service:













From 4.30

Arrival of main participants




Rehearsal of links between pieces





Rehearsal of symbolic action

From 4.45

Arrival of Cór na nÓg choir members

5.00


Cór na nÓg rehearse in the Nave, for 15/20 minutes





Then proceed to the Choir Room, upstairs of Chapter House

5.30


Photographer and arrival of Mary Robinson

5.40


Possible practice of Psalm Response with Cantor & Congregation





Mary Robinson and Dean to Chapter House

5.45


Procession leaves Chapter House

Dean


Welcome, Call to Worship and Introductory Sentences
Choir


LOOK AT THE WORLD / Rutter
PRAISE / CREATION












Introduction:

Catherine Brennan, SSL (Chair, Eco Congregation Ireland)

We pray, Creator Spirit, breath of life,

Breathing in the whole of Creation,

Let us raise our voices,

Let us use our breath to praise you.

A Reading from the O.T., from Psalm 104    

The response will be sung 
(then response is sung by Cantor, then the congregation repeats)

(To be read by a man and a woman, Brian & Fiona)

You  set  the  earth  on  its  foundation,

                      strong  and  secure.

You  covered  it  with  the  deep

                      like  a  garment, with

           many  waters  that  life  might

                      come  forth.

At   your   Word,  the  waters   divided,

            becoming  rivers  and  lakes  and 

                      mighty  oceans;

            storms  came  to  ensure  the  balance

                      and  to   renew  the  earth.

The  mountains  rose,  the  valleys  became

                             low

             in  the  place  that  You  did  appoint.

You  brought  harmony  to  all  the  earth ,

             that  life  might  spring  forth

                        in  abundance.      

SUNG RESPONSE

You   created  springs  to  flow  into  the

                        valleys;

              they   flow  between  the  hill ,

Giving   drink  to every  creature  of

                        the  field,

              quenching   their  thirst  as  your

                         Living   Water  quenches  ours.

With   the   air, You  have  given  birds

                         their  habitation;

              they  sing  among  the  branches.       

 The  majesty  of  Creation  is  seen

                          throughout  the  land,

              the  sounds  of  Creation  mingle

                            with  the  music  of  the  spheres.     

SUNG RESPONSE

Through  your  Word , grass  came  forth

                           for  the  cattle,

              and  plants  for  us  to  cultivate,

That   we  might  have  food  from  the  earth ,

              and  wine, the  fruit of  the   vine,

Oil  and  healing  herbs  of  many  varieties ,

              and  bread,  our  daily  sustenance.

The  trees  are  watered  abundantly and

                          with  the  sun,

              provide  the  air  we  breathe.

Every  living  creature  has  its  home;

              the  birds  nest  in  trees,  the wild

                         goats  upon  the  mountaintop;

              even the  rocks  provide  protection.       

SUNG RESPONSE

You  created  the  moon  to  mark  the

                     tides  and  seasons,

          the  sun, that  rises and  sets

                     in  beauty.

In  the  darkness, when  night  comes,

          the  creatures  of  the  forest

                     roam  the  earth.

They  eat  their  fill, earth  according

                     to  their  need;

          You  provide  their  food.

When  the  sun  rises,  they  disappear

                     from  sight

          and  lie  down  in  their  dens.

As  your  people  go forth  to  their  work,

          You  are  there  to  guide  them.        

SUNG RESPONSE

O  You, who  know  all  hearts,  how

                      manifold  are  your  works!

           In  wisdom You  have  created  

                      them  all;

           the  earth  is  filled  with  your  

                      creatures.

We  look  to  the  seas, great  and  wide,

            which  teem  with  life  innumerable,

            helping  to  maintain  the  balance.

O, that  we  might  receive  your  gifts,

            taking  only  what  is  needed

                       with  grateful  hearts.    

SUNG RESPONSE

All  of  creation  looks  to  You,

            to give  them  food  in 

                       due  season.

When  we  are  in  harmony  with  You, 

                       the  earth  provides; 

             yes, bountiful  harvest  to  be 

                       shared  with  all.

When  we  misuse  what  You  have  created 

                       for  us,

             we  blame  You  for  the  famine  and  

                       destruction  that  ensures, 

             and  feel  alienated  from  You.

Even  so, You  continue  to  send  forth 

                       your Spirit, and

              the  earth ,  though  not  without  turmoil,  
              is  renewed.       

SUNG RESPONSE

SYMBOLIC ACTION/RITUAL












(Five people walk up slowly accompanied by very soft organ music to the 3 tables covered with cloths and symbols: Water, Earth, Washing + drying of hands. Turning round they face the congregation. Soft organ music is played for the symbolic action even during words by narrator.)

(Woman pours water)

(Narrator)

Creator spirit hovering over the waters at the dawn of time 
You are breathing in the whole of Creation today

To disturb the integrity of Creation is to disfigure the presence of the Creator.

(Woman puts hands in clay holds up and sprinkles down again gently and reverently)

Fashioned and nurtured by the earth our mother and expressing our gratitude  to our bountiful Creator   for her amazing diversity we commit to her healing and care.

(Woman washes and dries hands of young person and an African woman)

(Narrator)
Moving into the future we protect and support those most at risk from Climate Change, 
our wounded planet, peoples of the developing world and future generations.

Let us pray

God, Creator of this beautiful universe,

Your will is that all Creation enjoy fullness of life

Inspire us to delight in diversity 
and to be builders of community with the whole family of Creation.

We promise to work for change and healing at all levels. 
May we always live connected to the You, to the earth 
and to each other in solidarity and love through Christ our Lord

Amen. 

(The woman representing water lights candle)

Narrator

We light this candle for the protection of our small blue planet earth, existing in the midst of a vast milky way, a sacred sanctuary, a sacrament of the presence of the spirit of God.

(Participants walk slowly back to seats accompanied by very soft organ music.)

Choir


ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL / Wilberg
CONFESSION

Testimony of Seng Thep



Read by Mary Sweeney, Trócaire
My name is Seng Thep.  I am 32 years old.  I live in the village of Snag Anhchet which is in the Kampot Province of Cambodiea.  My husband passed away four years ago.  He died of AIDS.  I contracted AIDS from him.  I live here with my three children.  I have to care for them on my own.  Since my husband died I have struggled to support my children, because they are too young to work or to help me.  I have three small paddy fields.  I grow rice there during the rainy season.  After harvesting the rice and if there is any water left, I try to grow some vegetables.  During the dry season, I buy small cakes in the nearest town which I then try to resell in my own village.  I also keep two cows and some chickens.

In the last few years though, life has become more difficult for me and for my family.  Dry spells and drought have become more frequent and it’s hard to predict when there will be rain.  Years ago the rice fields were full of water in July and August and I was able to start planting at that time.  But now there is little rain and heavy winds and I cannot plant until later in the year.  In the past I was able to harvest about 500 kilos of rice.  Now, I am only able to harvest about 250 kilos.  It isn’t enough to feed my family and there is none left to sell to earn money.    Drought isn’t just affecting me, it’s affecting everyone in my village.  We just don’t know what’s happening.  

Reading:
Matthew 25: 31 – 46




Read by Eamon Meehan, Trócaire

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 

 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 

 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 

 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 

 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

POEM—“Miranda”












Read by Hugh O Donnell, Poetry Ireland
CONFESSIONAL TEXT











Introduction, read by Mary Boyce, Trócaire

Hearing these testimonies in story and in poetry this evening, and hearing your Word from Matthew’s Gosepl, Lord, we are called to urgent action. The world is as it is because of how we are in it.  Acknowledging our own personal faults, we pray together to God and to our brothers and sisters in Christ, for forgiveness.  We pray for forgiveness in the hope that in acknowledging our faults, we will begin to work ever more earnestly for peace and justice in our world.  We stand together now to ask for forgiveness.

CORPORATE CONFESSION










ALL SAY TOGETHER:

God we are sorry for the way we sometimes use your gifts to us so carelessly.

We are sorry that our actions are spoiling the precious balance 
between the earth and the sun so that our world is becoming too hot.

We are sorry for wasting food while others go hungry

We are sorry for wasting water 
when some children spend four hours each day collecting it.

We are sorry for buying things we do not need.

We are sorry for throwing away things 
just because they are old or unfashionable.

We are sorry that the world is such an unfair place

We are sorry when we sometimes choose to bury our heads in the sand 
rather than seek fair solutions.

Lord forgive us and disturb us as we work together in your name 
to make our world a better place for us all.

(Adapted from R Croft and J Laynesmi)

Ritual:

Saying sorry is the beginning of a new part of the journey.  It is a returning to the Father who loves us.  It is an expression of a desire to make amends.  A candle is lit to symbolise our desire to continue to change the way we live for the good of our brothers and sisters in the developing world.

Choir


LORD, MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT / Wilcocks
CREED & PRAYER












Read by Peter Byrne, Christian Aid

Let us profess our faith, in these words we say together:

ALL:

We believe in God

Creator of Heaven and Earth

Who set the time of day and night

And the passing of the seasons

Who created the diversity of the planet

And enabled its abundance

We believe in Jesus Christ

Light of the World

Who taught us the meaning of good news

And demonstrated it in action

Who commanded us to share our bread

And to drink from the same cup

We believe in the Holy Spirit

Giver of life and renewal

Who opens up the possibility for change

And assures us of hope for the future,

Who grants us time to amend our lives

And unites us in our quest for justice, peace,
And the integrity of creation.

Reading:
Revelation 21, 1--5

Read by Margaret Boden, CEO Christian Aid


Ritual:

We are lighting this candle, 
as we dare to fill the golden bowls of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints.
Children & Notre Dame students come to their reading stands
Prayer 1













Dear Lord, 

We thank you that you are the Creator of the world, 

and you sustain it by your power. 

We know that Climate Change is damaging the world, 

and we pray for your wisdom, 

For all who are want to reduce climate change 

by bringing down of CO2 emissions.  

We pray for the work of all organisations 

that want to talk to governments and get them to change, 

and who work for targets to reduce emissions, 

and we ask that their voice may be heeded.

Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer
Prayer 2













Dear Lord,

We remember you at the times

When we break bread together.
Remind us of those who are hungry.
Challenge us to see how our actions change the world.
Lord, we remember you when fresh water is upon our lips.
Remind us of those who are thirsty.
Challenge us to see how our actions can change the world.
Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 3













Dear Lord, 

We bring before you in our prayers 

All areas of the world 

that are suffering from environmental problems, 

Including flooding, storms, and drought, 

and uncertain weather patterns. 

We remember especially areas which are already 

feeling the impacts of climate change

Such as Bangladesh, southern China, Pacific islands,

many parts of Africa, and even some areas of our own country. 

We remember how in the days of Noah and the flood 

you gave the rainbow as a sign of your care for the earth 

and those who live in it. 

We pray for your blessing on those who work 

to reduce the impacts of climate change, 

Wherever they are found, 

and to bring relief from suffering 

for those in poor countries who we know are most affected. 

Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 4













Dear Lord,

Your name is written in every leaf, every bird, 
Every river, every living being.

Thank you for calling us by name.

Thank you for your continued creating power 
In moisture, in rivers, and oceans.

Make us listen to the wounds of the earth 
And willing to work 
For the healing of the whole creation. 
Let us all enjoy an abundant nature 
And live a long life on earth.
Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 5













Dear Lord, 

We pray for all who have made changes to their lifestyles, 

We ask that you will give them the faith

to keep strong in that choice, 

and to take steps from time to time to keep changing.

We pray that we may all allow you 

to transform our thinking, 

As your Spirit renews our minds, 

and that we all be prepared 

to make changes in our lifestyles. 

Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 6













Dear Lord,
You graciously give us all good gifts. 

Teach us to care for our earth: 
to till our soil responsibly, 
to keep our air pure, 
to free our waters from pollution, 
to harvest the warmth of our sun, 
and to respect the rights of all species. 
May we willingly share the gifts of your goodness with one another.      
We ask this of you, God of our universe.
Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 7













Dear Lord, 

We thank you for your  promise 

that one day there will be

a new heaven and a new earth.

In which your Son will reign over,

And where sorrow and suffering will be no more,

And your people will be one in Him.  

We pray that we may live in this life, 

trusting in your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and allowing His Spirit to transform our lives, 

That we may not be ashamed 

When we come at last 

To share with Him 

In the fullness of his eternal kingdom.

Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

Prayer 8













Dear Lord,

We remember the sacrifice you made for the world,

Remind us that you ask us to care for your creation,

Challenge us to see how our actions change the world

And be with us always, as we act to make a difference.

Lord in your mercy,

All:
Hear our Prayer

**CHILDREN & STUDENTS RETURN TO THEIR SEATS







SILENCE FOLLOWS

The Dean leads the congregation in the Lord’s Prayer:







All:
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen

Choir


SOMETHING TOLD THE WILD GEESE / Porterfield
[Mary Robinson verged to pulpit]
Guest Speaker and Guest of Honour, Mary Robinson 







Choir


A GAELIC BLESSING / Rutter
FINAL PRAYER & BLESSING, spoken by Bishops present






Christ, by whom and for whom all things were made,


Give you grace to tread gently in his world,


And strengthen you with his Spirit,

To serve him in the garden of his creation,

And may the blessing of God Almighty,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord in His world.

In the name of Christ.  Amen.
END
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