Sister Terry Dodge:

n the quiet streets of the

Village, nestled in a shaded

grove of oak trees, sits a
modest two-story house.
Weathered gray shingles make
the house easy to miss, yet hard

to forget.

It is a comfortable house. It is a house of
new beginnings and change. It is a house
that is welcoming and homey. It is in this
house that Sister Terry Dodge spends her
days and nights.

Crossroads, Inc., established in 1975, is a
residential program for women who have
been incarcerated. At no cost to residents,
the 6-month program helps women “move
towards self-sufficiency” and become re-
established in the community.

“We’re giving them the chance to make
change in their lives,” said Sister Terry. “It
is a new beginning for the women.”

Through group counseling, support and
education the incarcerated women, who
have often been subjected to spousal abuse
and molestation, tackle issues such as anger
management, finances and substance
abuse. According to Sister Terry, the main
goal of the program is for the women to get
back into the workforce.

“It helps their self-esteem to be doing
something productive,” said Sister Terry.
“It all boils down to self-esteem.”

Born and raised in nearby Lakewood,
Sister Terry has been the Executive Director at
Crossroads, Inc. for the past 18 years.

“I do everything from picking up trash to raising
money,” she said. “You name it and I’ve done it. I'm
very much a working executive.”

Prior to her work at Crossroads, Inc., Sister Terry
taught English to elementary and high school students
in Woodland Hills.

Sister Terry Dodge is the executive director of Crossroads,
Inc. in Claremont. COURIER photo by Gabriel Fenoy

While teaching, Sister Terry’s brother was in and
out of jail. She spent a lot of time visiting him when
the rest of her family was oblivious to his where-
abouts. After spending years in prison, Sister Terry
knew her brother was serious about changing his life
and she wanted to help.

“He came to a point in his life where he wanted to
make a change but didn’t know how,” she said.
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